flew by sight, and when the weather became so bad that you
couldn't see the ground you came down, quickly. But now we
flew into thick cloud, and then suddenly snow was beating
about us, and the machine was thrown here and there and let,
down with a bump into a deep void and then again rocketed
upwards and given a smack on one wing and a smack on the
other and a bang on the solar plexus and a kidney punch that
sent the tail spinning round.

No channel crossing had ever turned my stomach, nor did
this flight, though it was worse than the worst channel crossing
I had eve** made, but that was not what worried me. I knew
that we were flying over wooded and mountainous country,
with no hope of a forced landing, and although I knew that
pilots nowadays had wireless and instruments that told them
exactly where they were and exactly how to get to Cologne
without seeing the ground once, still I did not believe this and
when Gordon-Lennox passed me a slip of paper, which he still
has, with the words 'Do you think we can get down?' I wrote
*Yes' without any conviction, and I was not far wrong, for the
very next day, in precisely the same weather and over this
selfsame stretch of country, a Dutch air liner, for all its instru-
ments and directional wireless, banged into a hill and was
destroyed with seven occupants.

But just as I was thinking 'Alle gute Dinge sind drei* again, the
pilot throttled back his engines and dropped through the
clouds and there was Cologne beneath us, clairvoyance rather
than piloting it seemed to me, and inwardly J blessed him.

The flight was abandoned. Eden was badly knocked up and
the doctors ordered him to retire from world politics for some
weeks. This flight, coming after harassing weeks of rushing
dispatches to H.M.G. in trains and bedrooms, and generally
. trying to catch up with a European avalanche which was
already in movement for lack of forethoughtful propping-up,
had temporarily finished him.

So I found myself once more for a night in Cologne and said
good-bye all over again. Since I first took leave I had been
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